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MHS Bids Farewell to Mr. Ellis

By: Rachael Orbe and Paul Hanrahan
 A silenced crowd intently 
watched Mr. Ellis.  He had tears in his 
eyes and struggled to speak. With the story 
of compassion on their minds, they were 
addressed by a man who could sympathize 
with them. He let his guard down, for only 
a moment, but that one moment made us 
see how relatable he was. He told us to 
never let him “be down”, and just tell him: 
“Mr. Ellis, it’s all good.”
 Mr. Ellis was on his way to being 
the change in Montville High School. He 
is a man with a vision of compassion, 
respect, and student achievement.  “He 
had a clear vision of where he wanted 
to take the school, and he would have 
done a good job achieving that vision,” 
said Mrs. Brooks. His vision included 
increased standardized tests scores, and 
beyond that he believed we could get 
on par with other schools, socially and 
academically. “Mr. Ellis had new ideas, 
tried to stop bullying, was interested in 
the students and diversity,” said Melissa 
Truex, a sophomore. Not only did he have 
these goals, but he tried to accomplish 
them in any way he could. Some ways he 
did this were through implementing the 

Friends of Rachel club to improve student 
morale and altering the senior privileges 
to hold students to higher standards and 
accountability.
 “One of the things I’ve seen him do 
is increase the collaboration of the staff,” 
said Mr. Richmond. Mr. Ellis had been 
teaching for six years, so he could connect 
to the daily tasks and confrontations that 
teachers experience. This has made him a 
great addition to the administration, and 
he will be missed by many of the teachers. 
“Losing your leadership is tough. Good 
leadership is really hard to come by,” said 
Mrs. Baril. His character and poise will be 
difficult to replace.
 “His sympathy and compassion 
has influenced students to start a 
movement in order to create a better 
school and a brighter future,” said Dan 
Pierce, a junior. He has made a difference 
in our school by inspiring a new mindset. 
His vision started our school on a road 
to, in the words of Mrs. Pierce, “a more 
positive, understanding community of 
people [among] both staff and students at 
MHS.” 

Pink Slips
By: Rachel Orbe

 The dreaded pink slip; one of the 
most stressful pieces of paper a teacher can 
receive. Eighteen teachers in the district 
received the slip this March, which occurs 
every year. But, this year the students and 
community had something to say about it. 
Carlie Cave, a senior, headed the student 
involvement because, “To me, education 
comes first in a community.” 
 The town council meeting, 
originally set for April 16, had to be 
rescheduled for April 24, due to the 
large community turn out. Before spring 
break, Cave realized that “If students are 
aware of these cuts, they can voice their 
opinion and perhaps make a difference 
in the outcome.” She began to spread 
the message. Several students, such as 
Hannah Meyers and Dillon Johnson spoke 
at the meeting and Justin Edwards wrote a 
letter, which was read aloud. 
 In Cave’s address to the town 
council, she emphasized, “MHS is a 
great community and it’s the teachers 
that make it so great.” She spoke of Mr. 
Sindorf, the band director, Mrs. Spera, the 
peer mediation advisor, and Mr. Fiano, a 
business teacher. These faculty members 
are not only instructors of curriculum, but 
also instructors of citizenship, respect, and 
pride. Cave states of Mr. Fiano, “Without 
him, I probably wouldn’t have spoken at 
that meeting.” 
 The immediate goal of speaking 
at the meeting was to save teachers’ 
jobs, however a movement is on the rise. 
Students at MHS are learning to consider 
the outcome of their actions.These actions 
can have a great impact, like relieving the 
stress of a pink slip. For students aspiring 
for change, Cave gives this advice, “Some 
may think, ‘I’m just a kid, what I say won’t 
matter,’ but that’s far from true. If you 
have a voice, use it! You’ll be surprised 
what can happen.” 
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MHS SPORTS
Baseball

By: Stan Kesilewski
 With a new season underway and 
Montville High School being a two time 
defending state champion, the baseball 
program is training hard as ever to start 
off on a winning streak. Each team out 
of the three (Varsity, Junior Varsity, and 
Freshmen) practices about six out of the 
seven week days to make sure that each 
player is in tip top shape to “step up to 
the plate” against rivals such as Waterford 
High School and Saint Bernard’s. It is 
especially important that the baseball 
program is ready for any opponent due 
to the new BBCORE baseball bats for 
this season which have been “weakened” 
so that the top speed at which a baseball 
can come off of it is slower than with the 
original bats. With this new addition the 
team must be prepared to have athletes 
that can perform under the most difficult 
conditions and keep their head in the 
game. The MHS baseball teams are 

focused on increasing the skill level of 
each player and their “baseball IQ”.
   However, it’s not all about 
baseball. “We’re not just trying to make 
you better baseball players, we’re trying 
to make you better people,” said Mr. Colin 
Delany, the Junior Varsity coach and 
Geography teacher at Tyl Middle School.
      Some goals for the 2012 baseball 
season are to see the Varsity team win 
another state championship for the third 
year in a row. The teams would also like 
to see the Freshmen and Junior Varsity 
teams grow and advance to become the 
champions of years to come. And finally, 
the coaches and the players hope to see 
their fans support them in large numbers, 
coming out not only for the Championship 
games, but during the regular season as 
well.

Tyler Guetens Fouls one off.

Softball
By: Mallory Tassone

  Coach Alves and the Montville 
High School softball team look to enter 
their season ready to compete and 
potentially qualify for post season play.  
The team has returned many key players, 
including starters:  Sr. Cheyenne Baker, 
Sr. Dani Chaude, Jr. Jessica Ware, and 
Jr. Syd Tomasek, as well as So. Nicole 
Walmsley and Sr. Jamie Murphy.  Top 
newcomers include: sophomores Alyssa 
Mattison and Caitlin Perkins, as well as 
freshmen Katrina Awad, Hannah Meyers, 
Brianna Cottrell, Nicole Dutka, and 
Stephanie Szot.
 The team’s returnees have 
worked hard in the offseason to improve 
and get stronger to prepare themselves 
for what the new season brings.  The girls 
will continue to work hard to improve 
and expand on last year’s season, with the 
hopes of qualifying for post season play.  
With strong leadership and teamwork, 
Coach Alves and the girls should succeed 
in reaching their goal. 
 Last season’s team has grown 
a lot over the past year and with the 
addition of many  top newcomers the team 
should be able to work together towards a 
common goal.  Coach Alves and the rest 
of the coaching staff look for the girls to 
compete in every game and to expand on 
last season’s games.  With a few more 
wins, the girls will reach their goal of 
being able to enter post season play.
 The girls play at home on Friday 
May 4, 2012 against Plainfield, Wednesday 
May 9, 2012 against Tourtellotte, Monday 
May 14, 2012 against Lyman Memorial, 
and Wednesday May 16, 2012 against 
Fitch.  All of the games begin at 4:00 p.m.  
Come out and support Coach Alves and 
the softball team reach their goal of post 
season play with wins in these games, as 
they enter the second half of a long season 
full of hardwork and dedication.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Rachael Orbe

The value of 
a team is over 
looked in sports 
f r e q u e n t l y . 
However, for 
Nick Kinder 
it’s the heart 
and soul of 
sports. Sports 
have taught 
him how to 

be a good leader and teammate, how to 
be disciplined, and how to overcome 
adversity.  Many of these lessons are vital 
to not only being successful on the field or 
court, but also in the world. Overcoming 
adversity through winning and losing 
comes with time and experience, whereas 
being a leader comes naturally to some 
and is acquired by others. But, realizing 

Profile: Nick Kinder
the value of a team is rare. 
 Kinder is a prime example of 
how sports have shaped a well-rounded, 
hardworking, and team player. “Playing 
a sport is definitely a big sacrifice… but 
being a part of a team and a family makes 
you work harder.” He has played four 
years of both basketball and baseball, 
earning varsity spots in this sophomore, 
junior, and senior years.  
 Through these years, he has made 
friends through a common interest; sports. 
“Sports introduce you to people you may 
not see yourself hanging out with… They 
bring you closer to your teammates and 
you become more of a family.” A team’s 
dynamic is based upon how well they 
work together, understand each other, and 
can make collaborative adjustments. And 
having a dynamic similar to a family is a 

key to success. 
 Kinder has experienced success, 
winning back to back Class M State 
Championships with the baseball team 
in 2010 and 2011. However, he could not 
have reached that without great parents, 
who are also great role models, working 
hard, having a goal, and cherishing every 
game and practice with his team. 
 As a senior, Kinder has been 
preparing to take his place on a new 
stage: the world. However, these lessons 
and values that he has acquired from his 
parents, experiences, and athletics have 
given him the tools for success.
 Next year, Kinder plans on going 
to college to pursue a career in physical 
education. He is also hoping to work as 
an athletic director at a high school or 
college.

By: Rachael Orbe

Kim Bigelow 
has worked 
her way up 
in the MHS 
athletic world. 
Freshman year 
she played 
junior varsity 
basketball and 
softball.  As a 
senior, she is 

captain of the girls’ basketball team. But, 
she wouldn’t be where she is without past 
leaders, family, and hard work. 
 Bigelow made countless friends, 
learned to adapt, and balanced her 
academic and athletic responsibilities. 
Being able to learn life lessons through 
sports is the significant aspect of athletics. 
“High school sports have taught me 

Profile: Kim Bigelow
discipline, hard work, but most of all, how 
great it is to be able to share something 
with a team.”  Teamwork, the main aspect 
of the girls’ basketball team this season, it 
expressed through Bigelow’s confidence 
in her teammates, encouragements, and 
her dedication to the team. She stresses 
the importance of bonding with a team 
because it leads to some great friendships. 
Bigelow remarked, “In fact, I met some of 
my best friends through [sports].” She has 
had to balance several honors, ECE, and 
AP classes and basketball, volleyball, and 
softball, which forces time management 
and hard work. 
 Bigelow leaves her fellow 
athletes and peers with a strong message: 
“Anything is possible if you are willing 
to put in the time. Nothing worth having 
is easy.” This is something she has truly 

taken to heart and lived by because she has 
risen to great heights not only athletically, 
but as a person. And to her basketball girls: 
“Team work makes the dream work.”
 In the future, Bigelow plans on 
going to college and exploring majors. “I 
was looking at majors in the medical field, 
but lately I have been rethinking it.” She 
is thinking about Communications, but 
has not made any decisions yet.  
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ARTS AND CULTURE
E-Books

By: Cleora Ohar

 Crisp sounds of pages turning are 
popular in paperback or hardcover books. 
Sadly, this once trendy way to read may 
be dying out. Nooks and Kindles are the 
new age of paperback books. 
 In a time when e-books, like the 
Nook or Kindle, are the new ways to read, 
paperback books may be going extinct 
soon, if not now. Books are still used in 
libraries and schools, but the usage of 
books outside of this realm may become 
scarce. Only time will tell. 
 According to Emily Sorensen, a 
senior at MHS, “many schools will switch 
to e-readers.” At the same time she says, 
she “doesn’t think the ‘normal’ book will 
ever disappear completely. Scrolls and 
documents have been around for a VERY 
long time.” 
 E-books are looking like the 
new future of books. With that said, the 
classics in literature, like Shakespeare’s 
plays, Jane Austen’s societal novels, and 
the works of Earnest Hemingway, won’t 
ever die out. It may just be the way that 
people read them that will be different. 

 There are different types of 
e-books that people can choose from like 
the Nook or Kindle. It all depends on 
people’s preference with these e-readers. 
Most people find that e-readers are easier 
to read because they’re not as heavy as 
most books and they’re more compact for 
travel; all while containing hundreds of 
books. 
 The Nook can be purchased at 
any Barnes and Noble bookstore. It can 
download books in less than 10 seconds 
and can be read for about 20.5 hours. In 
comparison, the Kindle can be bought 
online at Amazon.com. People can buy 
books on the Kindle in only 60 seconds 
and it has the battery power to last 15.5 
hours.
 According to Aguilar of Gizmodo.
com, “Besides the obvious considerations 
over speed and performance, the Nook-
Kindle Fire face off will likely come 
down to who can offer better services to 
customers.”

Girl With The 
Dragon Tattoo
By:  Nick Iaconiello

 Forty years ago Harriet Vangar 
disappeared from a family gathering on 
an island owened by the powerful  Vangar 
clan. The body was never found which 
was enough to make her uncle hang on to 
hope and employ the disgraced (framed)  
financial journalist Micheal  Blomkvist 
and the tattooed ruthless computer hacker 
Lisbeth Salander to investigate. when 
the pair uncover  a link between Harriets 
disappearance  to a number of grotesque 
murders from almost forty years ago they 
begin to unravel the dark and appalling 
family history of the Vangars. But the 
Vangars are a secretive clan and the pair 
soon find out how far they are willing to 
go to keep themselves hidden
 Made by the yellow bird 
company, the Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 
is said to be one of the best if not the most 
unique of the European films of 2010. 
Based on the award winning millennium 
trilogy novels. The film starts out with 
Micheal Blomkvist  who works for an 
extremely popular political magazine 
called Millennium. Micheal Blomkvist is 
framed for a number of small crimes after 
printing an article exposing a powerful 
government official involved in human 
slave trafficking. The film then cuts to an 
angry young woman clad in metal jewelry 
and black leather named Lisbeth Salander 
who becomes the main character. Lisbeth 
is assigned to  investigate Micheal which 
is how they are first brought together.
 The film was made in Sweden 
and stars Micheal Nyqvist as Micheal 
Blomkvist and  Noomi Rapace as 
Lisbeth Salander. The movie is rated R 
for disturbing and violent content, grisly 
images, sexual content, nudity, and 
language. Regardless of its rating it still 
grossed $10,094,770 in America alone.
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Nina DiCoco

     Over the past few years Apple 
has raised above and beyond any other 
technology company. It started off as a 
simple Mac computer, and then the iPod 
came out strictly for music, followed by 
the iPhone and iPad. The features and 
quality of Apple’s products on the market 
today blow other companies out of the 
water. The iPad is said to do “anything” 
ranging from things like music and the 
internet to games and a camera. But is 
the iPad high scale enough to be used in 
schools? Or perhaps it is too high scale. 
 Over the past year, schools around 
the country have been debating on the 
idea of students using iPads instead of text 
books in every school in every classroom. 
This can make not only a student’s 
organization easily accomplished, but 
also the teachers’. 

Tech vs. Textbooks
 The students can read books, 
write essays, and so much more on the 
iPad. In addition, it could affect the 
schools budget because there would be 
no need for computers or text books. But, 
is it completely beneficial to the school 
budget?
  Although the schools don’t have 
to buy computers and text books, it would 
be more of an expense to buy enough iPads 
for the entire school. A Montville 
senior says, “I love Apple, I 
have Apple everything, 
a mac computer, 
iPhone, and iPod 
and I’m saving up 
for the iPad.” 
 Many teens love the 
idea of getting iPads, but could their 
“love” for Apple be a bad thing? Many 

students agree with the idea of iPads in 
school because they can do whatever they 
want while sitting in class like play games 
or go on the internet, but this could also 
affect student’s grades, causing them not 
to focus in class.
 As of right now, text books 
will be sticking around for a bit longer, 
however iPads could possibly be taking 

over schools in the near future.

By: Ayla Presby

 Five teens: Olivia, Kelly, 
Christopher, Jason and Eva all stick 
together with one thing in common-- 

A Book Review:  Clean
--they fight the battle of addiction.  Forced 
to be in a facility that none of them want 
to be in, to face the reality that they’ve 
hit rock bottom and there’s no place to go 
now besides down.
 Amy Reed writes the novel 
Clean from the perspective of the five 
main characters.  The reader gets to hear 
their thoughts on what it’s like to be in 
rehab, forced to spill their life stories to 
complete strangers who are all feeling the 
same way, but won’t let the others know. 
Reed’s work is harsh at times, but those 
harsh moments are what keep the reader 
wanting to know more.  This book really 
stays on a young reader’s mind because 
it shares the brutal reality of facing drug 
addiction.
 Reed reveals this brutality in a 
shocking, but beautiful way.  She captures 

the whole scene of what it is like from an 
addict’s perspective and it hits home hard 
with the reader.  It opens up the reader’s 
mind and forces one to reflect on the 
disease and the awful truth that escape is 
never completely possible.
     I would recommend this book to any 
teen or adult readers as something that 
will strike deep to the heart.  It forces the 
reader to realize that change is not always 
bad and that while facing reality may be 
scary, it is the best option once an addict 
has seen the bottom and can’t sink any 
further.

“For all the brave, beautiful 
souls who continue to prove that 

change is possible.”
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OPINION
Technology and Civilization

By: Neil Schneeberg
 Black smoke billows from the 
tailpipes of large pick-up trucks and the 
smoke stacks of the factories cause acid 
rain to destroy a rain forest. Fertilizer 
drips from the lawn to the river and the 
fisherman catches nothing that day. One 
Thousand more teenagers were killed 
in car accidents. That processed meat 
approved by the FDA just made thousands 
sick and genetically modified corn just 
ruined thousands of farmers’ lives. A city 
built below sea level flooded to everyone’s 
surprise and countless lives were lost. A 
virus spreads with the help of city confines 
and planes that don’t stop flying. 
 Our society is held together by 
small strings connected to tall wooden 
poles. It is fueled by death, and it is 
determined to make life a non-renewable 
resource. As technology increases and 
civilization spreads people begin to 
act more civilized; they begin starting 

wars, destroying the land, and desiring 
the domination of everything, including 
ourselves. All these things have been 
done since the dawn of civilization. 
For as long as humanity sees itself as 
the dominator of nature and not part of 
nature we will subject ourselves to our 
own slavery. Do we really want all this? 
Technology can only be maintained by 
work, that is, work induced by authority. 
If we want technology, it is a synthetic 
wanting. We must ask the question: if 
everyone was free to do what they want 
would we still be able to maintain this 
level of technology? Is technology worth 
slavery? Is civilization worth destruction? 
Once man lived in harmony with the land 
around him and was prosperous; perhaps 
now it is impossible to return to this 
primitivism, but we can still live our lives 
closer to what our ancestors would have. 
The promise of a techno-utopia is a lie.

The price of “Civilization”.

The Truth about the 
College Search
By: Mallory Tassone

 The idea of college being right 
around the corner seems so unrealistic 
when entering high school.  You never 
think about how fast those years are 
going to go by; until the college letters 
start pouring in from schools all over 
the country boasting about their varying 
specialties, all wanting you.  (Well, your 
money really.)  But that’s when reality 
starts to set in.  Seeing the names of so 
many schools and what makes them the 
best can be so overwhelming.  All of the 
information is so difficult to take in and 
process all at once, but if you take a step 
back and look at how lucky you are to 
have such a wide range of choices, it may 
become less frightening.  
 Nobody knows better than you 
do what’s best for you, and that’s what 
you have to take into consideration when 
beginning your college search.  Sure, all 
of these schools “think” they’re what 
will suit you best, but how can they be 
sure.  They don’t know if they offer the 
programs you wish to pursue or if they 
are the type of school you wish to attend.  
They don’t know if they can offer the kind 
of financial aid or scholarships you need 
either, but that’s what’s so great about 
being lucky enough to receive information 
from so many schools.  It helps to show 
you what kind of opportunities you have 
and how far you have the ability to go. 
 So next time you get another one 
of those “dreadful” pieces of college mail 
in the future, take a second to sit back and 
realize the opportunities you are being 
provided with can take you anywhere you 
want to go.  You just have to be willing to 
filter through it all to find the best fit for 
you.  It’s not the rate at which you chose 
the college that matters, it’s the college 
you chose.  It’s a choice that will have a 
lasting effect on you, so make sure it’s the 
right one. 
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OPINION

By: Neil Schneeberg

 Humans, through evolution have 
developed ways of dealing with each 
other that, as all traits brought through 
evolution, are meant to advance both 
the individual and race as a whole into 
longevity. This process governs the 
way we interact with each other, and 
although not uniform or universal, 
it is significant. The propensity 
to follow these natural laws is the 
basis for social interaction between 
all animals…all that is, but humans. 
Humankind, ever since its first excursion 
away from the natural world and into 
the synthetic abyss of civilization has 
adopted an anthropocentric viewpoint; we 
view the Earth, it’s inhabitants, and it’s 
resources not as autonomous life but as 
utility. 10,000 years ago the first gatherer-
hunter tribes descended from tribalism 

Corrupt Morality

to civilization, building the city of Ur. 
Laws were implemented in the city-state; 
values that were derived of context and 
reified. Having removed themselves from 
nature, natural laws were no longer of 
use to people who no longer considered 
themselves animals. At this point in time 

what was moral was what was lawful, as 
the ruler of society was one both politically 
and religiously. The State and religion 
served as a single body of domination. 
It wasn’t until religion became distinct 
from the State that morality became 
distinct from law. Morality is a spook 
that’s cast down from either God or as the 
secular philosophers will say: from Man. 

The purpose of morality is to keep you 
passive, to abstract your desires away into 
a concept. It is a method of self-servitude. 
Good and evil is something that is above 
you, that you have no control over; a fixed 
essence, one that if you tried to conquer 
you would realize ceases to be the 

spook it was and becomes merely 
perception. To leave morality 
behind is to throw away the human 
spirit, the spirit that makes humans 

think they’re more than animals, the spirit 
that is the destroyer of the earth. To act 
how you feel, to do as you want is to be 
truly human. To love because loving is 
good is something I consider fake. To love 
because it brings you joy is something 
real and fulfilling. There is no “right” 
course of action, there is only the course 
you would enjoy most.

By: Jessica Fortenberry

 Students all around the globe, 
including those at MHS, have encountered 
the temptation of alcohol.  Getting drunk 
is a common peer pressure.  Sometimes 
teens use it as a way to alleviate depression 
or to “fit in.”  But drinking alcohol under 
the age of 21 is illegal and it is dangerous 
to the health of young people.
 According to an article posted on   
outsidetheclassroom.com, “alcohol is the 
number one drug of choice for America’s 
teens—and kills more teens than all other 
illicit drugs combined.”  What most 
students don’t understand is that not only 
is it physically addicting and it can affect 
the liver, but alcohol contributes to bad 
decision making.  Teens are already risk-
takers by nature.  Alcohol lessens natural 
inhibitions, so teens are at a higher risk 
of making dangerous and life-threatening 

Alcohol Abuse

decisions (such as driving while 
intoxicated, or swimming while drunk).
 Furthermore, research indicates 
that the younger teens begin drinking, the 
higher the risk of alcoholism.  This seems 
to correlate with the troubling statistic 
that younger drinkers are more likely 
to drop out of school and never receive 

To act how you feel, to do as you want 
is to be truly human.

a high school diploma.  News flash for 
students:  Alcohol is not the answer.  It 
will only make things worse in the long 
run.  Problems will not get better.  You 
will not make more friends.  You may risk 
your own life or someone else’s.   And 
you almost surely will throw up and get a 
headache.

Activities like this Mock Crash at Montville High School highlight the dangers of alcohol abuse.
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WORLD NEWS
The Scream Room Debate

By: Nina DiCocco

 Within the past school year, 
elementary and middle schools around 
Connecticut have debated the idea of 
“timeout” rooms, otherwise known 
as scream rooms.  These small 4 by 6 
rooms are used to calm outraged and 
uncontrollable students without having to 
use any type of restraint.  Usually there is 
an adult monitor present to ensure that a 
student will not harm him or herself.
 Farm Hill Elementary School in 
Middletown, Connecticut is one school 
which has been using a scream room—
effectively, they feel.  The principal felt 
that this room was especially helpful to 
special needs students who occasional 
have what the school has defined as 
“episodes” of uncontrollable behavior 
outbursts.  The President of the BOE 
said, “Three parents called me after they 
witnessed two staff member holding a 
door shut from one of the rooms with 
a child on the other side as the child 
kicked and screamed uncontrollably.”  
Reportedly, teachers at the school say 

that they are just terrified that a student 
is going to get seriously hurt.  Custodians 
and teachers claim that after a child leaves 
the scream room they often find blood and 
urine on the floor and walls.  This is, no 
doubt, disturbing and calls into question 
the morality of this type of “time out.”
 Many schools are debating the idea 
of adding time out rooms.  This has many 
parents and community members furious.  
A mother of a Montville elementary school 
student told the paper, “If they get scream 
rooms at my son’s school I will have him 
removed from the school permanently and 
home school him.  No student should be 
locked in a closet, whether they’re special 
needs or not.  It’s just not right.”  A parent 
of one of the Middletown students created 
a petition against the idea and says that it 
has been successfully passed around the 
community.

Photo by Shawn Savage

Malloy’s New 
Teacher Plan
By: Joey Weekly

              Governor Malloy has proposed a new 
S.B for the state teachers of Connecticut, 
one that is thought to be destructive and 
has been booed by teachers everywhere. 
A teacher in Tolland by the name of Janice 
Bacewicz has gone so far as writing a 
letter to governor Malloy protesting some 
of his decisions.
  Some concerns in the bill include 
teachers not having to get a master’s 
degree in order teach in the state, teachers’ 
evaluations being done by only one 
possibly biased administrator, tenured 
teachers given too much job security, 
and control of public schools going to 
private groups. Malloy gave a ten minute 
overview of his plan in New Haven in 
which he stated that all a teacher would 
need to do to acquire tenure, is “show 
up for four years, do that and tenure is 
yours.” After he spoke he took questions 
and comments from teachers and parents 
of students that this bill would directly 
affect. Teachers booed Malloy while 
he spoke and trashed the bill with their 
comments after. 
 Some teachers are incredibly 
shocked and angered, especially at the 
new tenure policy. In The New Haven 
Independent a ninth grade history teacher 
by the name of Vin Sullo who teaches at 
Hillhouse High School in New Haven 
is quoted as saying, “I think his quote is 
disgusting, I actually corrected papers, 
taught classes, and prepared lessons for 
everyday for four years before getting 
tenure, I wish I had known I just had to 
show up.”
 However, not everyone was 
against the bill. Some parents came to 
speak in support of the bill because it 
would give more money to the Charter 
Schools that their kids attend. The Charter 
schools are achievement first schools that 
help young kids reach goals every day at a 
young age.
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WORLD NEWS

By: Neil Schneeberg

     The National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2012 is a bill that 
will renew military funding, but Senators 
Carl Levin (D-Mich.) and John McCain 
(R-Ariz.) have added controversial 
provisions in the bill that some say allows 
the military to indefinitely detain anyone 
suspected of being a terrorist without a 
trial, including American citizens. The 
provision claims that it “wouldn’t apply 
to American citizens,” but Lindsey 
Graham, a supporter of the bill says it 
will “basically say in law for the first 
time that the homeland is part of the 
battlefield.” Rep. Justin Amash (R-Mich.) 
says the bill is “carefully crafted to 
mislead the public.” Some supporters of 
the bill admit that it will lock up anyone 
suspected of being a terrorist whether 
they are an “American citizen or not.” 

Security or Freedom
Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) sponsored an 
amendment to the bill that would remove 
the controversial provisions, but it failed 
to pass in a Senate vote. Senator Udall 
warns “The provisions would require 
the military to dedicate a significant 
number of personnel to capturing and 
holding terrorism suspects…even those 
apprehended on U.S. soil… regardless 
of an accused terrorist’s citizenship..” 
Representative Amash calls the bill 
“one of the most anti-liberty pieces of 
legislation of our lifetime.”
 The bill has been supported 
and criticized by both Democrats and 
Republicans, but the ACLU  strongly 
opposes it. “ [It]mandate[s] military 
detention of some civilians who 
would otherwise be outside of military 
control, including civilians picked up 

within the United States itself; and [it]
transfer[s] to the Department of Defense 
core prosecutorial, investigative, law 
enforcement, penal, and custodial 
authority and responsibility now held 
by the Department of Justice.” Senator 
Graham in defense of the bill, says, “We 
firmly believe the war is coming back 
home, so...if you [a supposed terrorist] 
make it to America, all of a sudden you 
get Miranda rights and you go to federal 
court. That’s an absurd result; never been 
known in war before.” The bill is also 
opposed by the Pentagon and various 
current and former gov. officials. The 
White House originally threatened a veto, 
but has since rescinded its decision.

By: Mallory Tassone

 For those who’ve been around for 
campaign season, it’s commonly known 
that turning on a television during this 
time is not too easy on the ears.  Politicians 
are known to do anything in their power 
to destroy the “other guy’s” reputation 
just to get a step ahead.  
Of course, as with 
anything else there are 
exceptions.  However, 
most politicians are 
willing to uncover 
deep secrets from each other’s pasts and 
deliberately destroy the reputation that 
one has built up for himself.  A reputation 
that one may not have known could be so 
easily destroyed, especially by their peers.  
Nobody expects that someone they trust 
would hurt them in such a petty way, but 
with politicians, it’s seen all the time. 

Tearing Down The Other Guy
 During this time it’s impossible to 
listen to an entire series of commercials 
that does not involve defamation of 
the opposing side.  Republicans and 
Democrats alike take this time period 
as a chance to get at one another and 

tear each other apart. For the viewers, it 
gets real old, real fast.  Watchers can’t 
escape the room fast enough when a 
political commercial comes on.  It’s not 
exactly quality television. Despite what 
politicians may believe, the general public 
is not necessarily interested in what the 
other guy can’t do, but more what this 

guy can do.  For the public, it’s not a 
dirty competition, but rather a chance for 
politicians to boast about themselves in 
order to earn the vote of the people. 
 Presidential campaigns are some 
of the worst.  But, why?  Tearing one 

another down is not 
showing the country 
that the candidates are 
ready to be leaders, but 
rather that they have the 
same level of maturity 

as a high school girl.  Starting rumors 
and defaming others is behavior that is 
seen in high school, not in the real world.  
Politicians need to step up their game 
before November rolls around bringing 
with it, presidential elections. 

Despite what politicians may believe, the general public is not 
necessarily interested in what the other guy can’t do, but more 

what this guy can do. 
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MHS NEWS
History of Prom
By: Scovish

     A rite of passage for generations 
of American teenagers for nearly a century, 
the high school prom is usually the first 
formal event in the lives of young people. 
Everyone stresses over whether or not 
they will get a date, where the dance will 
be held and most importantly, what they’re 
going to wear. While every day, new 
fashion and styles are being introduced 
to the formal circuit, occasional retro will 
come back in and you’ll feel glamorous 
wearing the same dress your grandmother 
wore to her high school prom. 
 The first proms were held in the 
1920s, and by the 1930s, proms were 
considered the hip new thing across the 
country.  Back in the day, things were 
simpler. Boys would wear a jacket and 
tie, and girls would strut their stuff in their 
Sunday dress. The gymnasium would 
be strewn with crepe paper and couples 
would dance to the music provided by a 
local band or a record player. 
 Nowadays, the common teenager 
spends hundreds of dollars on their prom 
duds. Guys will be in a full suit with a 
tie or cummerbund matching their lady’s 
glitzy, decked out ball gown. Or instead 
of a ball gown, the girl will wear a short 
dress showing off her legs. 
 Prom also used to be a strictly 
boy-girl occasion, but in the 21st century, 
that is now considered unacceptable. One 
of the biggest wins for the homosexual 
community concerning school events was 
in 1980. Aaron Fricke sued his school’s 
principal in Cumberland, Rhode Island, 
for the right to bring Paul Guilbert as his 
prom date, and won. 
 Either way, while prom may be 
a stressful experience; it is undoubtedly 
something each senior or freshman, boy 
or girl looks forward to the end of their 
high school career.

Mr. MHS

By: Paul Hanrahan

  The crowd clung to the edge of 
their seats as the contestants each made 
their brief introductions.  This year’s Mr. 
MHS was put on by the Class of 2012, and 
it proved to be as exciting as last year’s, 
with great performances from all the 
contestants.  Some of the talents included 
dance moves, singing, and instrumental 
performances, raps, and even standup 
comedy.  All of the contestants were 
fighting for the crown and the title, but 
they all knew that only one could walk 
away with it.
 All of the competitors were 
looking to win.  While some had similar 
performances, there was a wide variety 
in the talent section.  Brian Johnson, 
despite technical difficulties, performed 
an original song titled “Which One” and 
it turned out to be a huge hit.  Everyone 
on stage did very well, and they received 
excellent crowd feedback.  This made for 
exciting entertainment.  Devin Bedard 
performed a dance routine with Elijah 
Rogers to “Sexy and I Know It”.  They had 

the entire auditorium in laughter as they 
danced across the stage.  Devin proved to 
be the upperclassman runner-up.
 Chris Lamperelli sang “I Gotta 
Be Me” for the audience and he put 
on an excellent show.  Not only was it 
entertaining but his vocal skills were also 
impressive.  When the scores were added 
up, he received the title of underclassman 
runner-up.
 All the competitors performed 
well, and choosing a winner was difficult.  
After a performance of Joplin by last 
year’s Mr. MHS Matt Navetta, he would 
have to give up his crown to this year’s 
winner.  He was happy to pass on the 
title to Tim Lamperelli.  Tim performed 
“Can’t Take My Eyes Off You” by the 
Four Seasons, and he displayed his 
excellent musical abilities. In the question 
and answer section, he kept the crowd 
laughing.   Overall, it was an excellent 
performance by all the competitors, and it 
was deemed a success by the contestants, 
the judges, and the packed auditorium.

Mr. MHS Tim Lamperelli
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By:Tenzin Khando and Chieftain Staff Editor

 Graduation is a rite of passage 
celebrating an important point in a 
student’s life.  Most of all, it is a time of 
unrestrained optimism.  And while this 
optimism is wonderful, there are some 
sobering thoughts that go along with 
graduation.  What will the future hold for 
the graduates?  How will they contribute 
to society?  Will they lead lives that 
improve the world around them, or will 
they simply live a life of drudgery?
 While graduates toss their caps 
into the air—knowing that they will soon 
come down to earth—the community 
should reflect on how best to help them 
during the next phase of their lives.  For 
many, college or some technical training 
is just around the corner.  For others, 
time to regroup and forge a life plan 
might be looming.  Finding work is the 

Graduation Day
ultimate outcome for many, but for some 
happiness and intellectual pursuits are 
on their paths ahead.  Many students 
enter college already planning to move 
forward with degrees, conquering the BA 
or BS first, then moving to the Masters 
and ultimately the PhD.  Other students 
know that Academia is not their path and 
move into technical schools or training, 
learning to be technicians, programmers, 
mechanics or stylists.  But the truth is that 
all our students should be thinking and 
planning how to be positive contributors 
to our world.
 Meanwhile, back at Graduation, 
the words of Keynote Speakers, Principals 
or Deans and students make everyone 
glow.  Students and parents beam with 
pride, anxious for the future.  Every 
student called to receive his or her diploma 

will go on to have a life of joy and some 
sadness; loss, hardship and frustration will 
go hand and hand with awards, happiness 
and gains.
 Here at MHS, graduation is a day 
of pride and nostalgia.  Students, parents, 
teachers and administrators all reflect on 
the class and their last four years.  We cry 
a little, hug a little and ultimately celebrate 
each other and the future that awaits us.

By: Rachael Orbe

 In the hours awaiting the junior 
prom, excitement was building up. The 
flashing of cameras from every angle and 
the final details completed in Senior Court 
added to the anticipation. 
 As the last of the sunlight faded, 
heels were kicked off, jackets placed 
on chairs, and the dancing began. On 
Saturday, May 19, 2012, the Class of 
2013 hosted the second annual MHS 
junior prom. With over 100 students in 
attendance, the night was a success. Mrs. 
Brooks even remarked, “It was awesome. 
We were very happy that we accomplished 
what we had hoped to do.”
 The warm May night was the 
home to stars and the trees were lit with 
white lights; the tables lined the foyer 
with sweets, as the DJ blasted music 
into the night. After enjoying Mrs. 

The 2012 Junior Prom
Cottrell’s cupcakes and refreshments at 
the masquerade decorated tables, couples 
began to gravitate towards the dance floor 
and soon enough the night was on its way. 
DJ Steve from Fun Factory DJs played a 
combination of slow songs for the couples, 
faster songs for the dance enthusiasts, and 
some Spanish influenced music for Mrs. 
Clifford. 
 The dancing did not cease until 
the announcement of the junior prom king 
and queen. The nominees were Sonja 
Campbell, Olivia Pezzello, and Erica 
Carson for queen. The nominations for 
king were Cevan Long, Joe Rainville, 
and Jake Basilica. As the votes had been 
cast as students arrived, it was time for 
the crowning. Jake Basilica and Olivia 
Pezzello were named the 2012 junior 
prom king and queen. 

 As the night winded down at 
10:30, the majority of students began 
to disperse to their various after prom 
events. However, the memories and 
great moments will last the junior class a 
lifetime.
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By: Tenzin Khando

 In high school, our most important 
year is our senior year because we know 
that our lives are about to change in many 
ways. We must prepare to move on to a 
new time in our lives. Most high school 
students look forward to getting out of 
school because they are 
eager to start a new life on 
their own. 
 Unfor tuna te ly, 
some students have so 
many personal struggles 
that they’re not sure what to do after 
graduation. Even if you are looking 
forward to starting college or other training, 
it is perfectly normal  to experience 
sadness and fear in the days leading up to 
graduation. After all, we have spent a lot 
of time with our classmates for four years. 
We have worked hard and had lots of fun. 

Parting Words
High school has given us a social life and 
its academic demands have shaped our 
days. Now the time has come when we as 
seniors must prepare to say goodbye and 
move on. 
        As we look back on our high 

school years, we realize that we have 
learned what it takes to be successful. We 
have survived the long days and nights of 
studying, and have been rewarded for our 
hard work with a growing knowledge. This 
helps us to understand the world around 
us, and to live meaningful and purposeful 
lives.  Something precious I will take with 

me is some beautiful memories of the 
years spent at Montville High School.
   When I arrived here in 2009, I 
could barely speak English at all. I needed 
help and my teachers at Montville High 
School were there for me. I am appreciative 

of all the help they have 
given me. I want them to 
know that they have had 
a huge impact on my life. 
I wouldn’t be the person 
that I am today without 

their help and guidance. 
      To each and every senior at MHS: I 
wish you all the best in the future and hope 
that your dreams come true. Believe in 
yourselves, and no matter what problems 
you may face, never, ever give up! 

By: Paul Hanrahan

 In 2008, approximately 6% of 
the eligible voters within a high school 
participated in the elections, according to 
The Center for Information & Research on 
Civic Learning & Engagement.  However, 
as the students graduated and were 
enrolled in college, the statistics rose to 
about 38%, a much better turnout.  What 
is causing these 18 year old high school 
students to neglect their right to vote?  
While some say that the students are just 
too lazy, the turnout may not actually be 
their fault.
 The main reason that high school 
students do not partake in the elections 
is that they do not have very much 
information at all on the candidates, 
so they cannot truly make an informed 
decision.  Emily Sorenson commented 
on this: “I can’t make a decision as of yet 
because I don’t have any research.”  While 

Getting Students to Vote
the lack of votes is bad for the elections, 
their decision to not vote may actually 
be what is best.  If students do not have 
the right information, they cannot truly 
decide who they want as their president.  
Therefore, by not voting they are only 
displaying their lack of understanding of 
the candidates.  Madeline Trahan said: 
“I just don’t know anything about the 
election.”  This is a problem, but it is not 
the fault of the student.  To solve this, 
classes that deal with civics and history 
that have students who are eligible to 
vote should take some time out of their 
curriculum to focus on the candidates and 
the different parties.  It should be done in 
that department because that is a major 
part of civics: a person’s right to vote.  
If we do not truly enable our students to 
vote, we are not truly educating them with 
their civil rights.

 Without having sufficient 
knowledge of the election, students 
cannot make their own decision.  When 
this happens, the main influence for the 
students who do vote are their parents.  
At this stage in life, they are starting to 
become more and more independent, so 
they must take the large step of making 
their own decision for the presidential 
candidate.  If a student does not know 
all about the candidates, then they are 
much more likely to make their vote 
based on their parents’ political views. 
The classrooms should be the place where 
students can receive their information 
on the upcoming elections, and it will 
create a much better turnout in this year’s 
elections.  Not only will more students be 
inclined to vote, but they will be making 
their own educated decision.

As we look back on our high school years, we realize that we 
have learned what it takes to be successful.


